Further evaluation of autoreactive T cells in hydatid patients.
We evaluated the peripheral autoreactive response in patients with Echinococcus granulosus who showed a negative humoral response as compared to seropositive patients and healthy controls. For this purpose, a limiting dilution analysis (LDA) of autologous mixed lymphocyte cultures was established to both estimate frequency of autoreactive T cells and, by analysing the shape of the curves, to clarify the mechanisms that underlie the autoreactive response. Different LDA curves were observed between healthy controls and patients, suggesting that different cell interactions are involved in the two populations. More interestingly, all hydatid patients, independent of their humoral response, showed a higher number of autoreactive T cells than controls. Precisely, subjects with a negative humoral response showed a range of values for autoreactive T cells exactly between the value ranges observed in seropositive and normal subjects. The present data also show that the increase of autoreactive T cells in hydatid patients correlates with the production of specific antibodies.